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What is claimed is: 

1 . A lighting system for illuminating identification cards comprising: 

a light tray having a bottom wall having a region dimensioned for receipt of an 
5 identification (ID) card, the light tray further having at least one side wall diffuser 
positioned relative to the bottom wall at an angle of from approximately 35 to 64 
degrees; and 

a light source positioned relative to the side wall diffuser so as to cause light to 
pass through the diffuser into the light tray so as to illuminate the ID card placed on 
10 the bottom wall for imaging by a video camera. 

2. A lighting system as defined in claim 1, wherein the angle of the at least one 
side wall diffuser relative to the bottom wall is approximately 61 degrees. 

15 3. A lighting system as defined in claim 1, wherein the light source is at least one 
light emitting diode. 

4. A lighting system as defined in claim 1, further comprising a second side wall 
diffuser positioned relative to the bottom wall at an angle of from 35 to 64 degrees, 

20 said second side wall diffuser positioned on the bottom wall so as to face toward the 
first side wall diffuser. 

5. A lighting system as defined in claim 4, wherein the light source is at least one 
light emitting diode (LED) associated with each side wall diffuser. 

25 

6. A lighting system as defined in claim 5, wherein the light source is two white 
colored LEDs associated with each side wall diffuser. 

7. A lighting system as defined in claim 6, wherein the light source further 
30 comprises at least one additional LED having a bluish color associated with each side 

wall diffuser. 
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8. A lighting system as defined in claim 7, wherein each LED has an illumination 
output of approximately 6,000 millicandle (MCD). 

5 9. A lighting system as defined in claim 7, wherein the LEDs associated with 
each side wall diffuser are mounted on a board which is positioned relative to the 
bottom wall of the light tray so that the LED illumination is directed toward the 
associated side wall diffuser. 

10 10. A lighting system as defined in claim 9, wherein each side wall diffuser is 
fabricated from a translucent acrylic sheet material. 

11. A lighting system as defined in claim 10, wherein the acrylic sheet material is 
a Poly cast® 2447 material. 

15 

12. A lighting system as defined in claim 1, wherein the light tray further 
comprises a back wall fastened to the side wall diffusers and to the bottom wall. 

13. A lighting system as defined in claim 12, wherein the bottom wall and back 
20 wall are fabricated from a methacrylate resin slab type material. 

14. A lighting system as defined in claim 4, wherein each side wall diffuser is 
fabricated from a translucent acrylic sheet material. 

25 15. A lighting system as defined in claim 14, wherein the acrylic sheet material is 
a Polycast® 2447 material. 

16. A lighting system as defined in claim 14, wherein the light tray further 
comprises a back wall fastened to the side wall diffusers and to the bottom wall. 

30 
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17. A lighting system as defined in claim 16, wherein the bottom wall and back 
wall are fabricated from a methacrylate resin slab type material. 

18. A lighting system as defined in claim 12, wherein the light tray further 
5 comprises means for determining if an ID card is inserted within the bottom wall 

region dimensioned for receipt of an ID card. 

19. A lighting system as defined in claim 1, wherein the light tray further 
comprises means for determining if an ID card is inserted within the bottom wall 

1 0 region dimensioned for receipt of an ID card. 

20. A video identification verification system comprising: 

a light tray having a bottom wall having a region dimensioned for receipt of an 
identification (ID) card, the light tray further having at least one side wall diffuser 
1 5 positioned relative to the bottom wall; 

a light source positioned relative to the side wall diffuser so as to cause light to 
pass through the diffuser into the light tray so as to illuminate the ID card placed on 
the bottom wall; 

a first camera positioned in juxtaposed spaced relationship to the light tray so 
20 as to be able to image an ID card placed on the bottom wall region dimensioned for 
receipt of the ID card; 

electronic circuitry for controlling activation of the first camera so as to cause 
the image of the first camera to be recorded on an associated video recording device. 

25 21. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 20, further 
comprising a cabinet within which the light tray and first camera are positioned, the 
verification system further comprising a second video camera positioned on the 
cabinet so as to image an area extending in a direction away from the cabinet so as to 
be able to record the image of a person presenting the ID card to be imaged by the 

30 verification system, wherein the electronic circuitry further comprises means for 
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recording video information from the second video camera onto the video recording 
device. 

22. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 21, wherein 
5 electronic circuitry for recording the video information from the second video camera 
onto the video recording device controls such recording so as to occur during times 
prior to and/or after recording of the image associated with the ID card inserted into 
the light tray. 

10 23. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 22, further 
comprising at least one microphone in cooperative engagement with the electronic 
circuitry for recording audio information in the vicinity of the video identification 
verification system onto the video recording device. 

15 24. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 23, wherein the 
light tray further includes means for determining if an ID card is inserted within the 
bottom wall region dimensioned for receipt of an ID card, said means communicating 
with the electronic circuitry for causing the first video camera to image the ID card 
when it is fully inserted within the light tray. 

20 

25. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 24, further 
comprising a time/date stamp generator for generating a time of day and date video 
stamp image that is combined with the video image from the second video camera so 
that the time and date associated with the insertion of the ID card into the light tray is 

25 recorded. 

26. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 25, wherein the 
time/date stamp generator is mounted within the cabinet in a tamper evident manner. 

30 27. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 22, wherein the 
light tray further comprises a second side wall diffuser positioned relative to the 
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bottom wall and wherein the light source includes a portion thereof so as to cause 
light to pass through the second side wall diffuser into the light tray. 

28. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 27, wherein the 
5 first and second side wall diffusers are positioned relative to the bottom wall at an 

angle of from approximately 35 to 64 degrees. 

29. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 28, wherein the 
first and second side wall diffusers are positioned relative to the bottom wall at an 

10 angle of approximately 61 degrees. 

30. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 29, wherein the 
light source comprises at least one LED positioned relative to each side wall diffuser. 

15 31. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 30, wherein the 
light source comprises two white-colored LEDs and at least one bluish-colored LED 
associated with each side wall diffuser. 

32. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 31, wherein each 
20 LED has illumination output of approximately 6,000 millicandle (MCD). 

33. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 32, wherein each 
side wall diffuser is fabricated from a translucent acrylic sheet material. 

25 34. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 33, wherein the 
sheet material is a Polycast® 2447 material. 

35. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 34, wherein the 
light tray further comprises a back wall fastened to the side wall diffusers and to the 
30 bottom wall. 
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36. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 35, wherein the 
bottom wall and the back wall are fabricated from a methacrylate resin slab type 
material. 

5 37. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 21, wherein the 
light tray and first video camera and electronic circuitry are mounted within a control 
module, wherein the control module is dimensioned for removable connection with a 
side wall of the cabinet and further having connector means for interconnecting the 
electronic circuitry to the associated video recording device. 

10 

38. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 37, wherein the 
associated video recording device is mounted within the cabinet. 

39. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 38, further 
15 comprising a video monitor in cooperative engagement with the video recording 

device for displaying at least video information associated from the first and second 
video cameras. 

40. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 39, wherein the 
20 video monitor is positioned within the cabinet. 

41. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 40, wherein the 
cabinet comprises a front door made from a transparent material and wherein the 
video monitor is positioned within the cabinet so as to be seen through the front door. 

25 

42. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 41, wherein the 
front door further comprises a key lock to minimize access to the contents within the 
cabinet. 
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43. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 42, wherein the 
image of the ID card inserted within the light tray is imaged by the first video camera 
for approximately three seconds after the card is inserted within the light tray. 

5 44. A video identification verification system as defined in claim 43, further 
comprising a short time delay after initial insertion of the ID card into the light tray so 
as to minimize recording of the fingers of the person inserting the ID card within the 
light tray. 

10 45. A method of recording the image of an identification card presented for 
identification of a person comprising the steps of: 

recording an area associated with a location where a person will present an ID 
card for purposes of identification; 

inserting an ID card into a light tray; 
15 imaging the ID card when it is inserted into the light tray for a predetermined 

period of time; and 

re-imaging the area in the region where a user will present an ID card after 
imaging of the ID card. 

20 46. A method as defined in claim 45, further comprising a date/time stamp which 
is generated in combination with the image in the area associated with the region 
where a user will present an ID card so as to generate a video signal with a date/time 
stamp for determining when the ID card was presented for purposes of identification. 

25 47. A method as defined in claim 46, wherein the image of the ID card is not 
initiated until a short time delay after its insertion into the light tray so as to minimize 
recording of the image of the fingers of a user inserting the ID card into the light tray. 
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